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ORIENTATION 
This workshop, called the GREEN (Guidance for Research, 

Educational Effectiveness and Networking) workshop, is devoted to 
exploring conceptual, substantive and methodological issues in the 

broad field of marketing and logistics. Workshop topics will include 
a variety of PhD related issues including clearing major hurdles in 
the program, how to publish in top tier journals, preparation for the 

professoriate, as well as special research topics, to networking 
issues including, career paths, navigating the job market, meeting 

top scholars in the field, and providing opportunities for students to 
present their research for feedback. 

 

Instructor Information 
 

Instructor: Blair Kidwell, Ph.D. 

Email: blair.kidwell@unt.edu  

Office: BLB 365B 

Telephone: (940) 565-4419  

Website: Faculty Profile – Blair Kidwell 

Office Hours: Friday 5pm-6pm or by appointment 

 

Overview 
While you’ve likely had a great deal of structure throughout your academic career to date, this course is 
flexible, interactive and designed to take you behind the curtain of a PhD to reveal the unstructured yet 
highly productive world in which professors thrive. This course is designed more as a seminar or even 

mailto:blair.kidwell@unt.edu
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conversational workshop, however, attendance and participation will be graded, and thus, highly 
encouraged. Participation will help you to: 

1. Discover what it takes to be a successful PhD student in marketing and logistics 
2. Learn how to become a successful scholar who creates cutting-edge knowledge in our field 
3. Prepare for a successful career as a professor and ease major academic career transitions  

 

 
Student Evaluation  

 

(1) Attendance: Attendance is mandatory. No exceptions. Two or more absences per 
semester will result in a failing grade.  
 

(2) Participation: Participation is expected and constitutes a graded component of the 
course. Participation is a subjective evaluation of your performance which includes 
meaningful comments, asking insightful questions during discussions and research talks, 
and being attentive throughout. After each class, you will be given a 1 to 10 score 
reflecting your level of participation. There are 150 points possible. 

 
(3) Research Presentation: During the semester, students will be asked to present their 

current research. This will be a 15-minute presentation, using PowerPoint, to explain 
your topic, theory, contribution and proposed methods, worth 50 points.  

 
There are 200 points possible: 

150 – Participation (10 points x 15 sessions) 
50 – Research Presentation 

 

 

 



Course Mechanics 
Students are expected to arrive on time and actively participate in discussions. In the event of a 
research presentation by a student, faculty, or guest scholar, students are expected to engage with 
the speaker by asking insightful questions and providing constructive feedback.  
Students who do not attend or participate in discussions or presentations will receive a failing 
grade. A student will be allowed to miss no more than 2 scheduled workshops per semester. If 
for some reason you will not be able to attend a workshop, you must provide written explanation 
to me. In the event a medical issue should arise, please provide a doctor’s note excusing you 
from specific dates. 

 
 

 
 

Course Schedule 
 
 

Week Date Theme Topics Covered 

1 Aug. 30th      Ph.D. program 101 

What are the PhD program requirements? 
How is a PhD. different from lower-level degrees? 
How is our PhD program different from others? 
Structure of PhD programs – open market vs. day 1 

2 Sept. 6th      Career Paths 

Types of academic jobs available 
Administration? 
Trajectory and placement (starts day 1) 
Who went where survey - docsig.org  

3 Sept. 13th   What is research? 

Why do we do it? 
The role of research in society 
Journal rankings 
Conferences 
Publishing in top journals 



4 Sept. 20th      Generating ideas 

How do you get ideas? 
How do you translate ideas into fruitful projects?  
How do I know it’s a good idea?  
How do I work with professors? 

5 Sept. 27th   Program hurdles 

Getting past comprehensives 
Completing a summer research paper 
Doing a dissertation 
Preparing courses 
Getting published 

6 Oct. 4th         The professoriate 

Transitioning from student to faculty 
A day in the life of a professor  
Being on committees 
Getting tenure 
Contributing more broadly 
Navigating departmental politics 

7 Oct. 11th    Teaching 

Teaching vs research balance 
Which approach should I take in teaching? 
Where do I get materials? 
Grading and the role of assignments 
Legal issues (e.g., sexual harassment/encounters, alcohol 
policies, ADA-related issues) 

8 Oct. 12th    RA/TA duties 

Balancing time 
Perception is reality 
How to do a proper literature review 
What makes a good RA? 
What makes a good TA? 

9 Oct. 25th        Reviewing  

Why? How? 
Conference reviewing vs. Journal reviewing 
Can I decline? 
How much time to devote 
Examples 

10 Nov. 1st      Getting a job 

Timeline 
Application packet and letters 
AMA Interviewing 
Campus visits 
Accepting an offer 

11 Nov. 8th   Social issues 

Networking  
Conferences 
Insider Knowledge 
Financial issues 

12 Nov. 15th    Presentations! Research Presentations - Students (15 minutes each) 

13 Nov. 22nd       Presentations! Research Presentations - Students (15 minutes each) 



14 Nov. 30th   Thanksgiving  No class 

15 Dec. 7th     Reading Day  Course Wrap up. Final thoughts.  

16 Dec. 14th  Finals Week No class 

 
 

 
 

Additional Notes 
Emergency Evacuation Procedures for Business Leadership Building:  
 
 Severe Weather In the event of severe weather, all building occupants should 

immediately seek shelter in the designated shelter-in-place area in the building. If unable 
to safely move to the designated shelter-in-place area, seek shelter in a windowless 
interior room or hallway on the lowest floor of the building. All building occupants 
should take shelter in rooms 055, 077, 090, and the restrooms on the basement level.  In 
rooms 170, 155, and the restrooms on the first floor. 
 

 Bomb Threat/Fire In the event of a bomb threat or fire in the building, all building 
occupants should immediately evacuate the building using the nearest exit.  Once outside, 
proceed to the designated assembly area.  If unable to safely move to the designated 
assembly area, contact on or more members of your department or unit to let them know 
you are safe and inform them of your whereabouts.  Persons with mobility impairments 
who are unable to safely exit the building should move to a designated area of refuge and 
await assistance from emergency responders. All building occupants should immediately 
evacuate the building and proceed to the south side of Crumley Hall in the grassy area, 
wests of parking lot 24.    
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